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Español (Spanish): 

Si usted no entiende esta información debido a una barrera linguística, por favor pongase en contacto con 
la escuela del niño para una traducción de la información. 

ʈʫʩʩʢʠʡ (Russian): 

ɽʩʣʠ ʚʘʤ ʥʝ ʧʦʥʷʪʥʘ ʵʪʘ ʠʥʬʦʨʤʘʮʠʷ ʠʟ-ʟʘ ʷʟʳʢʦʚʦʛʦ ʙʘʨʴʝʨʘ, ʧʦʞʘʣʫʡʩʪʘ ʦʙʨʘʪʠʪʝʩʴ ʚ ʰʢʦʣʫ 
ʚʘʰʝʛʦ ʨʝʙʸʥʢʘ ʟʘ ʧʦʣʫʯʝʥʠʝʤ ʧʦʤʦʱʠ ʩ ʧʝʨʝʚʦʜʦʤ ʵʪʦʡ ʠʥʬʦʨʤʘʮʠʠ. 

ĻeskĨ jazyk (Czech): 

Kdyģ nerozum²te tŊmto informac²m z dŢvodŢ jazykov® bari®ry, pros²m kontaktujte ġkolu vaġeho d²tŊte, kde 
V§m poskytnou pŚeklad informac². 

TiԒng Vi t֓ (Vietnamese): 

NԒu nhҼ quĨ ph ֱhuynh không hiԜu ĽҼc֯ thông tin nӺy vì ngôn ng  ֻcӶn tr ,֫ xin vui lòng liên lӴc 
v i֧ nh¨ trҼn֩g c aֳ con quý v  ֗ĽԜ ĽҼ֯c bӶn d c֗h c aֳ thông tin. 

 (Chinese): 

Ǎ ̙ 

  

The electronic edition of the Parent Resource Guide is the latest edition. 
It replaces earlier electronic and printed editions. 

Revised: 8/2016 
 

http://www.bay.k12.fl.us/
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Non-Discrimination Statement: 

Bay District Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, age, disability or marital status in its 
educational programs, services or activities, or in its hiring or employment practices. The district also provides equal access to its 
facilities to the Boy Scouts and other patriotic youth groups, as required by the Boy Scout of America Equal Access Act. Questions, 
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Sharon Michalik 
Executive Director/ Equity Coordinator 

Human Resources and Employee Support Services 

Parents and students should read this guide carefully. To save paper and money, we use the 
district website at www.bay.k12.fl.us as our primary means of distributing the Parent Resource 
Guide. Paper copies also are available upon request at schools or by calling 850-767-4311. 

http://www.bay.k12.fl.us/
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Welc ome from Superintendent Husfelt  

Bay District is an exceptional school district with great students, 
dedicated educators and involved parents. We respect the role of 
parents and the vital importance of the impact they can have on 
student success. 

Teachers, school leaders, the Superintendent, School Board, and 
staff are wholly committed to educational excellence with consistent, 
incremental improvement in student achievement. There are learning 
opportunities for ALL students ï from the intellectually gifted to the 
academically challenged. Special needs students are served in 
traditional schools throughout the county and also in several special 
purpose schools. 

We support high standards, high achievement and an accountability 
system that is fair, accurate, and reliable. However, our teachers and staff continue to be 
frustrated by the growing number of federal and state mandates, the over-testing of our 
students and multiple changes to the stateôs grading system. 

We will continue to be vigilant in our efforts to engage lawmakers in discussions about what we 
believe to be fair for our students. 

In the broader community, our students and schools benefit from award-winning business 
partnerships and a legion of mentors and volunteers who come to us from local businesses, 
military ranks and other community members. We are also fortunate to have local benefactors 
who have provided funding to our school district over many years, and several million dollars 
just in the past year. We also celebrate the strength of our alliance with the military, one that is 
recognized at the top of the list among military bases worldwide. 

We also thank voters in our community for passing a half-cent sales tax that allows us to 
continually upgrade our school buildings and technology, assisting us in the delivery of a high 
quality education. This helps us to honor our commitment to inspire students in the 
development of character with the acquisition and use of knowledge and skills as we prepare 
them for life and work in a diverse, global economy. 

Finally, the safety of our students and staff is a very high priority. Through grants and funding 
approved by our School Board, more than $5 million has been invested in the past five years 
to strengthen safety and security measures in schools throughout our county. 

Weôre glad youôre here. Please join us as valuable partners in student success.    

        Sincerely, 

 
 

William V. Husfelt 
        Superintendent 
 

William V. Husfelt III, 
Superintendent 
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Ba y District Schools Board Members  

 
 District 1:  Jerry Register                                         District 2:  Ginger Littleton 

                                                                                                         
 

 

District 3:  Joe Wayne Walker                                                          District 4:  Ryan Neves      

                                                                                                          
 

                  District 5:  Steve Moss 
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Bay District Schoolsõ Calendar 2016-17 
  Day Month Date 

* Instructional Contract In-Service Day #1 ...............................................................................................  Monday August  8 
* Instructional Contract In-Service Day #2 ...............................................................................................  Tuesday  August 9 
   * Instructional Contract District Inservice Days are waived by attendance July/August Trainings* (2 days) 

Inservice (School-based) .........................................................................................................................  Wednesday August  10 
Inservice (School-based) .........................................................................................................................  Thursday August  11 
Pre-School Planning ................................................................................................................................  Monday August 15 
Pre-School Planning ................................................................................................................................  Tuesday August 16 
Pre-School Planning ................................................................................................................................  Wednesday August 17 
First Day of School ................................................................................................................................  Thursday August 18 

Labor Day (Holiday for All) .......................................................................................................................  Monday September 5 
Teacher PLC Planning Day (School out for Students) .............................................................................  Wednesday September 21 

Columbus Day (School out for Students and Teachers) ..........................................................................  Monday October 10 
End of First Nine Weeks ..........................................................................................................................  Friday October 21 
Teacher PLC Planning Day (School out for Students) .............................................................................  Wednesday October 26 

Veterans Day (Holiday for All) ..................................................................................................................  Friday November 11 
Thanksgiving Holidays (School out entire week for Students and Teachers) ..........................................  Monday November 21 
Thanksgiving Day (Holiday for All) ...........................................................................................................  Thursday November 24 
Return from Thanksgiving Holidays .........................................................................................................  Monday November 28 

Christmas Break (Early Release for Students) ........................................................................................  Wednesday December 21 
Christmas Holidays Begin ........................................................................................................................  Thursday December 22 

Return from Christmas Holidays ..............................................................................................................  Wednesday January 4 
High School Testing Day (7th period exams) ............................................................................................  Wednesday January 11 
High School Testing Day (1/2/3 period exams) / Early Release for High School Students only ..............  Thursday January  12 
High School Testing Day (4/5/6 period exams) / End of Second Nine Weeks /  
          End of First Semester / Early Release for High School Students Only ..........................................  Friday January 13 
Martin Luther Kingôs Birthday (Holiday for All) .........................................................................................  Monday January 16 
Records Workday for Teachers (School Out for Students) ......................................................................  Tuesday January 17 

Teacher PLC Planning Day (School Out for Students) ............................................................................  Wednesday February 1 
Presidentsô Day (School Out for Students and Teachers) .......................................................................  Monday February 20 

Teacher PLC Planning Day (School Out for Students) ............................................................................  Wednesday March 1 
Spring Holidays Begin ..............................................................................................................................  Monday March 20 
Return from Spring Holidays ....................................................................................................................  Monday March 27 
End of Third Nine Weeks .........................................................................................................................  Thursday March 30 

Good Friday (School Out for Students and Teachers) .............................................................................  Friday April 14 

Senior Exams ...........................................................................................................................................  Th, Fr, M, Tu May 18-23 
Last Day of School for All SENIORS........................................................................................................  Tuesday May 23 
Memorial Day (School Out for Students and Teachers) ..........................................................................  Monday May 29 
High School Testing Day (7th period exams) ............................................................................................  Wednesday May 31 

High School Testing Day (1/2/3 period exams) / Early Release for High School Students Only .............  Thursday June 1 
High School Testing Day (4/5/6 period exams) / End of Fourth Nine Weeks / End of  
Second Semester / Last Day of School for ALL Students / Early Release for ALL Students ..............  Friday June 2 

Post Planning for Teachers ......................................................................................................................  Monday June 5 
Post Planning for Teachers ......................................................................................................................  Tuesday June 6 

Student Days  Teacher Days  Progress Reports  Orientation Dates  Graduation 

Month Days  Month Instruct Other  Progress reports 
are available 
through the 
Districtôs PARENT 
PORTAL. Hard 
copy progress 
reports will no 
longer be printed. 
Parents can 
contact the school 
if no internet 
access is available. 

 Dates and times for 
orientation by school 
location can be found 

at the Bay District 
Schools website @ 
www.bay.k12.fl.us 

 School Month Day 

         Bay Virtual May 23 

August 10  August 10 7    Palm Bay May 23 

September 20  September 20 2    Haney May 24 

October 19  October 19 1    Arnold May 25 

November 16  November 16 2    MKL May 26 

December 15  December 15 1     Bay May 26 

January 18  January 18 3   Open House Dates  N. Bay Haven May 27 

February 18  February 18 1   High School:  
* Selected Mon.  
   in Sept. 
Middle School: 
* Selected Tues.  
   in Sept. 
Elementary School:  
* Selected Thurs.  
   in Sept.  

* Contact school for  
   specific date 

 New Horizons May 30 

March 17  March 17 1    Mosley May 30 

April 19  April 19     Rosenwald May 31 

May 22  May 22     Bozeman May 31 

June 2  June 2 2     Rutherford June 1 

Total 176  Total 196   Report Cards   Central June 20 

       November 4 
January 26 

April 11 
June 13 

     

            

            

            

             

^ 
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Enrolling Your Child in School  

 

 
 
How old does my child have to be to attend school?  
Under Florida state law, a child must be 5 years old on or before September 1 to enter kindergarten. To 
enter first grade, a child must be 6 years old on or before September 1, and must have successfully 
completed kindergarten.  

 
How do I know which school my child will attend?  
Our district website http://www.bay.k12.fl.us provides a link to an Attendance Zone Locator. Our 
Student Services staff can also assist you. Contact our office at 850-767-4328. 
  
How do I enroll my child in school?  
You may go to the school at any time during regular hours to enroll your child. Summer hours and 
locations may vary. Please contact your zoned school for information.  
 
What paperwork will I need to enroll my child?  
You should bring the following information to the school:  

¶ Two proofs of residence ï A current mortgage 
statement, lease or rent agreement and one other 
proof of residence such as a current electric bill, 
car registration, or voter registration. 

¶ Health Records ï Children entering a Florida 
public school for the first time must have an up-to-date Florida Certificate of Immunization (HRS 
FORM 680) and a copy of a physical examination done within one year of enrollment. Children 
must complete the proper immunizations for each grade level. For more information, contact the 
FL Department of Health in Bay County at 850-872-4455. Current immunization requirements 
for BDS students can be found at http://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-
services/immunization/publications/_documents/16-17-schoolentry-eng.pdf.  

¶ Birth Certificate ï A certified copy of a birth certificate is required by Florida law for children 
entering kindergarten.  

¶ School Records ï Items such as withdrawal forms, standardized test scores, and recent report 
cards will help the school place your child appropriately. If you do not have these items, please 
provide the school with the name and address of your childôs previous school so that the 
necessary information can be obtained.  

^ 

http://www.bay.k12.fl.us/
http://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/immunization/publications/_documents/16-17-schoolentry-eng.pdf
http://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/immunization/publications/_documents/16-17-schoolentry-eng.pdf


 

7 

 

School Choice  

General Information: 

School choice is a term that describes a group of programs designed to provide parents the 
opportunity to choose the school their children will attend. School Choice does not give preference 
to the type of schooling; instead, school choice is provided should the parent decide his/her child will 
attend school outside of the one the child would have been assigned to by geographic zone. The 
most common options offered by school choice programs include open enrollment, home education, 
private school, and charter school. 

Florida Statute 1002.31 requires each school district in the State of Florida to design an open 
enrollment plan that gives parents the opportunity to select the public school their children will 
attend.   

Bay District Schools provides a controlled School Choice Program. The goal is to provide a quality 
education to all students regardless of their educational needs or where they live. Our desire is to 
ensure each child receives the opportunity to gain the lifelong benefits that come from a quality 
education. School Choice is designed to give parents greater choice when selecting a school for 
their child.  

Benefits of School Choice:                                                         

¶ Parents have greater choice in selecting a school for their child. 

¶ Students are able to attend schools with a program or theme that appeals to them. 

¶ The potential for parent involvement is increased. 

¶ Diversity is based on parental choice. 

¶ Families are able to move within an attendance area without switching schools. 

¶ Choice provides an efficient use of tax dollars by helping to relieve overcrowding in some 
schools and filling empty seats in others. 

¶ Creates a positive working relationship between students, parents and schools. 

¶ Provisions are made to ensure parental preference is a significant factor in a student's 
placement. Certain other factors, such as school proximity and adherence to federal 
desegregation requirements, must also be considered. 

 

 
For more Information about School Choice options, 

see the Bay District Schools School Choice Handbook. 
 

 

^ 
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Pre -Kindergarten  

The purpose of the Pre-Kindergarten (Pre-K) program is to prepare young children to start kindergarten 
ready to learn. Pre-K classes offer a high quality, standards-driven, school readiness curriculum with 
qualified staff. Learning experiences are embedded in all parts of the curriculum, including unplanned 
experiences or teachable moments that occur in the classroom each day. Our mission is to ensure that 
all children are intellectually, socially, emotionally and physically ready to enter school and ready to 
learn, fully recognizing the crucial role of parents as their childôs first teacher. 

Pre-K Philosophy 

Bay District Schools VPK & ESE Pre-Kindergarten classes are safe, respectful, responsive and positive 
places. Our program supports children actively engaging with their world to establish healthy 
relationships with others, solving interesting problems, and figuring out who they are and how they 
connect to their families and communities. Families feel connected to Bay District Schools knowing that 
their children are cared for and nurtured. Our classrooms are a place where children and families will 
learn and have their voices heard.  

Advantages of our Pre-K Programs 

¶ A high quality, developmentally appropriate curriculum 

¶ Health screening and services 

¶ School breakfast and lunch program 

¶ Easy transition from Pre-K to Kindergarten 

¶ Parent involvement at the school level 

¶ Continuum of Exceptional Student Education 

¶ Qualified and well-trained staff 

¶ District student services assessments 

¶ Adheres to Florida Standards for Four-Year-Olds 

Voluntary Universal Pre-K (VPK): 

The State of Florida offers free Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten (VPK) for all children that have reached the 
age of 4 on or before September 1st. VPK is offered during the school year for a total of 540 hours and 
the summer for 300 hours. During the school year, children attend 3 hours free with an extended day 
option available for a small weekly fee. Classes are limited to 20 children and maintain a 2 adult to 20 
student ratio.  

Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Pre-K: 

Exceptional Student Education (ESE) is instruction specifically designed to meet the educational and 
developmental needs of children with disabilities or those who are experiencing developmental delays. 
Services for preschool children (ages 3 through 5) are provided free of charge through our public 
schools. Screenings and comprehensive evaluations are available through our Pre-K Evaluation Team.  

For more information, please contact the Pre-K Department at 767-4201 or 767-4358. 

^ 
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Child Find  (ESE Pre -K Screening)  

Child Find is a community service provided by the Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources System 
(FDLRS) in cooperation with Bay District Schools to identify children in need of special services for 
children. Preschool screenings are available two times a month throughout the year. A child is eligible 
for screening if they are: 

¶ Ages 3 to 5 years 

¶ Potentially in need of special services 

¶ Not currently enrolled in a Bay District School program 

Screenings focus on the areas of: 

¶ Vision 

¶ Hearing 

¶ Pre-Academics 

¶ Speech & Language 

¶ Gross & Fine Motor Skills 

¶ Behavior & Social Interaction 

¶ Self-Help 

Child Find FAQ 

1. Who do I contact to schedule a screening appointment? 
Please call 850-767-5300 or 850-767-5301 for a screening appointment. 

2. What do I need to bring to the screening? 
No legal documents are required for the screening; however, the parent/guardian must 
accompany the child to the screening. 

3. When will I know the results of the screening? 
A member of the screening team meets with each parent/guardian to discuss the results and 
any recommendations. 

4. How much time should I plan for the screening? 
The screening takes approximately one hour. 

5. Who will screen my child? 
The screening teams may consist of: 

¶ Early Childhood Specialist 

¶ Speech Therapist 

¶ School Psychologist 

¶ Audiologist 

¶ Nurse 

¶ Teacher 

¶ Paraprofessional 

Anyone interested in scheduling an appointment or in learning more about the Child Find Preschool 
Screening program may contact Jennifer Adams (adamsj@paec.org) at: 850-767-5300, or Katherine 
Hudson at: 850-767-5301.  

^ 

http://www.fdlrs.org/child-find.html
mailto:adamsj@paec.org
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Exceptional Student Education  

The goal of Exceptional Student Education (ESE) is to create and maintain learning opportunities for 
children with exceptionalities in regular educational programs. The focus of ESE is on the unique 
learning needs of the individual child identified with an exceptionality. 

Information regarding Bay District Schools Exceptional Student Education (ESE) and Pre-Kindergarten 
Services may be found on the Bay District Schools website through the following link: 
www.bay.k12.fl.us/ese/ESEServices/InformationforParents.aspx 

Notice of Procedural Safeguards for Parents of Students with Disabilities and the Procedural 
Safeguards for Exceptional Students who are Gifted are available on the BDS website and through the 
Florida Department of Education website. 

At the state level, the Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services administers programs for 
students with disabilities. Additionally, the bureau coordinates student services throughout the state and 
participates in multiple inter-agency efforts designed to strengthen the quality and variety of services 
available to students with special needs. 

For more information about Bay District Schoolsô Exceptional Student Education programs, please visit 
www.bay.k12.fl.us/ese/ExceptionalStudentEducationPreKServices.aspx. 

 

All Children Can Learn! 
 

 

^ 

http://www.bay.k12.fl.us/ese/ESEServices/InformationforParents.aspx
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7690/urlt/0070135-procedural.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7690/urlt/0070112-giftgard.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7690/urlt/0070112-giftgard.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/
http://www.bay.k12.fl.us/ese/ExceptionalStudentEducationPreKServices.aspx
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MTSS ð A Multi -T iered System of Supports  
Information for Families  

What is a Multi-Tiered System of Supports? 

MTSS is a term used to describe an evidence-
based model of schooling that uses data-
based problem-solving to integrate academic 
and behavioral instruction and intervention. 
The integrated instruction and intervention is 
provided to students at varying levels of 
intensity based on student need. The goal is to 
prevent problems and intervene early so that 
students can be successful. 

What happened to RtI? 

¶ Multi-tiered System of Supports (MTSS) is a more accurate term that refers to one seamless 
framework that provides varying levels of academic and behavior supports to students based 
upon their need. 

¶ The term RtI has been used to refer to the framework of multi-tiered supports. 

¶ RtI refers to the 4th step of the planning/problem-solving process. 

¶ MTSS is used to promote accurate and consistent language to convey Floridaôs way of work. 

¶ Schools may choose to refer to their system as an RtI framework. 

What can I expect with MTSS? 

ω Frequent updates of student progress 
ω Early identification of academic or behavioral concerns at the first signs of difficulty. 
ω Help for your child that increases or decreases depending on his or her needs. 
ω Information and involvement in planning and providing interventions to help your child. 
ω Information about how your child is responding to the interventions being provided. 

What do I do if I believe my child is struggling? 

ω Talk with your childôs teacher. 
ω Review and assist with homework assignments. 
ω Ask for regular progress monitoring reports. 
ω Celebrate your childôs successes. 
ω Learn more about the curriculum, assessments, and interventions being used in your childôs 

school. 
ω Participate in conferences and other meetings about your child. 

How can I participate in MTSS? 

¶ Families play a critical role in supporting what their children are learning in school. The more 
parents are involved in student learning, the higher the student achievement. Ask questions to 
learn more about MTSS in your childôs school: 

ω Is my child successful? How do I know? If not, why and what can we do differently? 
ω If needed, how is additional help going to be provided? By whom? How often? For how long?  
ω What can I do to participate in problem solving about my child? 
ω What can I do to help with the interventions for my child at home? 
ω How will I know if interventions are working? 

For more information about MTSS, visit www.florida-rti.org, 
or contact your childôs school. 

^ 

http://www.florida-rti.org/parentResources/index.htm
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ESOL / Migrant / Immigrant Program   
English Speakers of Other Languages 

The goal of Bay District Schools is to provide equal access to all programs for the English Language 
Learnings (ELLs) which are appropriate to his or her level of English proficiency, academic 
achievement, and special needs. 

What is ESOL? 

ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) is a program available to students whose native 
language is other than English. 

ESOL Placement: 

¶ Families complete a Home Language Survey 

¶ Students take an English Proficiency Test 

¶ Each school has an English Language Learner (ELL) Committee to ensure appropriate 
placement and progress. 

ESOL Services: 

¶ Schools provide strategies that make instruction comprehensible to the ELL student.. 

¶ Teachers are endorsed or working toward endorsement to teach English to speakers of other 
languages. 

¶ Students have equal access to the total curriculum, all school services and extracurricular 
activities. 

¶ Teachers promote cross-cultural understanding. 

¶ School and district information is available in a language understandable to the parent (when 
feasible).  

¶ Students in the ESOL Program receive assistance in basic subject areas in their native 
language through bilingual professionals (when 15 or more speak the same language at a 
school).  

¶ Coordinate ESOL Parent Leadership Council and Parent Information Nights. 

¶ Newcomer programs are provided at the following schools: 
o Hutchison Beach Elementary 
o Oakland Terrace Elementary 
o Lucille Moore Elementary 
o Jinks Middle School 
o Surfside Middle School 
o Bay High School 
o J.R. Arnold High School  

How Can Parents Help? 

¶ Request school or district information in your native language, if necessary. 

¶ Talk with the guidance counselor about being involved in your childôs education plan. 

¶ Talk with your child about school work. 

¶ Talk with your childôs teacher, attend parent conferences, and attend meetings. 

Who to Call With Questions: 

¶ ESOL contact at your school, usually the guidance counselor 

¶ Bay District Schoolsô ESOL Instructional Specialist, Sally Gentilli, at 767-5403 

¶ For assistance in Spanish, contact Patty Engle at 767-4312. 

^ 
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Accountability and Grading  

FLORIDA SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTS 

All Florida schools and districts receive an accountability report which contains several types of data 
designed to inform parents/guardians about the educational progress of Floridaôs public schools. The 
report is calculated based on the performance of full-year students in grades 3-11 on the Florida State 
Assessments (FSA). In 2009-10, additional measures were added to the high school grade reports 
such as participation and performance in courses such as IB/AP/AICE and Dual Enrolled, graduation 
rates, and more.  

Information about the School Public Accountability Reports may be found at: 
http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/data-sys/edu-info-accountability-services/pk-12-public-school-data-
pubs-reports/school-public-accountability-reports-s.stml 

TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS 

Bay District teachers are some of the best in the nation, and student test scores prove that point. 
Student success is evidence that Bay teachers possess the skills and knowledge that are essential to 
inspiring a spirit of learning in students. To be considered for employment in an instructional position, 
one should possess good moral character, a four year college degree and a Florida teaching certificate 
in the appropriate area of instruction. Schools are required to notify parents if their childôs teacher does 
not meet highly qualified requirements as defined by the Department of Education. 

STUDENT PROMOTION CRITERIA 

The Bay District Schools Student Promotion Criteria is comprised of two parts:  

State criteria for grade 3 requires students to demonstrate proficiency, as defined by the state, in 
Reading in order to be promoted to grade 4. If a student, in any grade, scores below proficiency the 
student must receive academic remediation, which is documented on an individual or school progress 
monitoring plan, or on an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or Limited English Proficiency (LEP) plan. 
Additional information on the Florida Standards Assessments may be found at 
http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/fsa.stml  

District criteria requires teachers to determine promotion considering a body of evidence, which may 
include factors such as FSA scores, grades, achievement of IEP goals, reading performance data, and 
credits earned (for high school students). In addition to the stateôs mandatory grade 3 retention policy, 
the district has a mandatory retention policy at grades 5 and 8. Specific district promotion policies 
(8.401) and retention policies (8.402) may be found online in the Bay District School Board Policy book. 

REPORT CARDS AND PARENT PORTAL 

Student information on attendance, grades and discipline is available 
through the Districtôs online Parent Portal. Parents must register for 
use of the portal at their childôs school. Report cards are standards-
based and are sent home four times per year. Progress reports are 
available 24 hours a day/7 days a week through the Districtôs online 
Parent Portal (hard copy progress reports will no longer be provided 
by the district).  

Parents without internet access can request a copy of grades from the studentôs school.  

^ 

http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/data-sys/edu-info-accountability-services/pk-12-public-school-data-pubs-reports/school-public-accountability-reports-s.stml
http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/data-sys/edu-info-accountability-services/pk-12-public-school-data-pubs-reports/school-public-accountability-reports-s.stml
http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/fsa.stml
http://www.bay.k12.fl.us/schoolboard/Minutes.aspx
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KINDERGARTEN GRADING SCALE 

Academic Grading Scale:      

S ï Satisfactory: achievement is at grade level expectation (S=70-100)   
N ï Needs Improvement: achievement approaching the grade level expectation (N=60-69)  
U ï Unsatisfactory: student performance is well below the grade level expectations   
I ï Incomplete: insufficient information available at this time   
ï Not Assessed: not assessed this grading period        

K Nonacademic Grading Scale: 

S ï Satisfactory: student performance is acceptable  
N ï Needs Improvement: student performance needs to improve  
U ï Unsatisfactory: student performance is well below grade level expectations  
I ï Incomplete: insufficient information available at this time 
ï Not Assessed: skills were not assessed this grading period 

K Progress Code: 

* ï denotes that a student is working below grade level (for IEP and ELL students only) 

FIRST - TWELFTH GRADING SCALE 

1-5 Core Curriculum Grading Scale:    

A: 90-100 Outstanding Progress 
B: 80-89 Above Average Progress 
C: 70-79 Average Progress  
D: 60-69 Lowest Acceptable Progress  
F: 59-0 Failure  
I ï Incomplete: insufficient evidence available at this time 
ï Not Assessed: not assessed this grading period  
* ï student is working below grade level (for IEP and ELL students only) 

1-5 Nonacademic Grading Scale: 

S ï Satisfactory: student performance is acceptable 
N ï Needs Improvement: student performance needs to improve  
U ï Unsatisfactory: student performance is well below grade level expectations   
I ï Incomplete: insufficient evidence available at this time  
ï Not Assessed: skills were not assessed this grading period  

6-12 Grading Scale:      

A: 90-100 Outstanding Progress 
B: 80-89 Above Average Progress 
C: 70-79 Average Progress  
D: 60-69 Lowest Acceptable Progress  
F: 59-0 Failure  
I ï Incomplete: insufficient evidence available at this time 

6-12 Nonacademic Grading Scale: 

E ï Exceeds 
S ï Satisfactory 

N ï Needs Improvement 
U ï Unsatisfactory  

I ï Incomplete: insufficient evidence available at this time

For further explanation contact a school guidance counselor. 

^ 
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Parent Portal  

Parent Portal is a complete on-line system which allows the parent 
access to their studentôs information including, but not limited to, 
student schedules, grades, discipline, and attendance. Click HERE to 
access your existing Parent Portal account.  

For the very best user experience, you will need to use Mozilla FireFox 
or Google Chrome as your Internet browser. 

Creating a New Parent Portal Account: 

Before creating your Parent Portal account, you will need to register your student at their Zoned school. 
The Zoned school will provide you with your childôs district-issued Student ID number; you will NOT be 
able to connect to your childôs information without this number. 

1. Go to https://focus.bayschools.net/focus/auth/ 

2. Click on ñI DO NOT have an Account Registered on the Parent Portal but my child is Actively 
Enrolledò 

3. Fill in all required fields and click ñSubmitò  

4. Enter your childôs Student ID and birthdate, then click ñAdd Studentò. Please note the Student ID 
is your childôs district-issued Student ID, NOT his Social Security Number. Bay District no longer 
uses your childôs Social Security number as their unique identification number. 

5. (a) Verify that your child has been selected. If not, click the Back button on your browser and 
start over.  
(b) If this is your child, please click ñI am FINISHED adding students CREATE MY ACCOUNTò 
to proceed. 

6. If your process is complete, you will next see a screen with your e-mail address and your initial 
password. This information will NOT be emailed to you; please store this information in a safe 
place until you have logged in successfully. Click ñclick here to LOGIN to the parent portalò to 
gain access. 

7. (a) Enter your Username and password as given in the previous screen and you will be taken to 
the FOCUS Parent Portal Welcome Screen.  
(b) Access to this screen will indicate that your registration process is complete. At this point, 
you will need to visit your school site with your Driverôs License and other identification that will 
validate that you are a parent of the selected child. The school site will attach your childôs record 
to your user-ID to give you access to your childôs information. 

8. You may change your password by selecting ñMy Informationò Ą ñPreferenceò Ą ñPasswordò. 

9. For assistance in setting up your Parent Portal account, please contact your childôs school. 

To Add Additional Students to Your Existing Parent Portal Account: 

¶ Repeat step 1 and click ñI have an Account Registered on the Parent Portal but would like to 
ADD A CHILD.ò 

¶ Log in with your parent portal username and password. 

¶ Click ñI would like to ADD ANOTHER CHILDò. 

¶ Repeat steps 4 and 5. 

Please be sure to update the Contact Information in your Parent Portal account annually, or as needed. 
Your school will use the information you have provided here if they need to contact you. Directions for 
creating/updating your Parent Portal account are available HERE.  

^ 

https://focus.bayschools.net/focus/
https://focus.bayschools.net/focus/auth/
http://www.bay.k12.fl.us/Parents/ParentPortal.aspx
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Internet Access and  
Personal Electronic Mobile Devices  

Access to the Internet by Students. 2.128 

Students accessing the Internet services provided by the District shall be subject to the following rules 
and regulations: 

¶ Students shall not access material that is obscene, child pornography, harmful to minors, or 
otherwise inappropriate for educational institutions. 

¶ Students shall not use District technology or Internet resources to engage in hacking, or 
attempts to otherwise compromise any computer or network systemôs security. 

¶ Students shall not engage in any illegal activities on the Internet. 

¶ Students shall only use electronic mail, chat rooms, and other forms of direct electronic 
communications for purposes related to education within the context of a school-related activity. 

¶ Students shall not disclose personal identification information on the Internet. 

¶ Students shall be monitored while using the Internet. 

¶ Students shall only use the computers or terminals designated for student use. 

Policy Violations. Any violation of this policy may result in the loss of access to the Internet in District 
facilities. Additional disciplinary action may be determined in accordance with existing administrative 
procedures and practices as stipulated in School Board policy, including applicable law enforcement 
agencies when necessary.  

BayNET: 

The Bay District Schools electronic communications network (BayNET) provides vast, diverse and 
unique resources. It provides equal access to computing resources to serve public education and 
promote educational excellence for all Bay District Schools. BayNET facilitates sharing resources, 
accessing outside information and research, and encouraging technological innovation and worldwide 
communication through Florida Information Resource Network (FIRN) and/or the Internet. When a 
student brings his/her own personal electronic mobile device to a school campus, it is mandatory the 
device utilize the BDS wireless network. For example, a student will choose the designated student wifi, 
and sign in using his/her BDS username and password to browse the Internet. By logging into the BDS 
wireless network, they are accepting the terms of the Bay District Schools AUP (Acceptable Use 
Policy). Once on the BDS wireless network, all users will have filtered Internet access just as they 
would on a district owned device. 

Possession and Use of Wireless Communications Devices 7.211: 

For the purposes of this policy, ñpersonal electronic mobile deviceò (ñPEMDò) shall include, but not be 
limited to, the following: cellular or satellite telephones of any type, pocket PCs, laptops, and personal 
data assistants (ñPDAò) owned, used or possessed by a student but shall not include such devices if 
owned and provided for use by the District. 

Beginning 2012ï2013, Bay District schools will allow the use of personal electronic mobile devices 
during specified times. Students will be allowed to bring their own device (BYOD). BYOD access will be 
granted only after teachers have participated in BYOD professional development and with the approval 
of the Superintendent and principal. 

It is not mandatory for students to bring their own personal electronic mobile devices. When personal 
electronic mobile devices are used to enhance student learning in the classroom, students without a 
PEMD will be provided access to an appropriate digital device. Students who choose to bring their 
personal electronic mobile devices MUST log in and use BDS filtered wireless network during the 
school day. 

^ 

https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=YmF5LmsxMi5mbC51c3x0ZWNobm9sb2d5LWFuZC1tZWRpYXxneDoyOWU0MDM1OTEwODkyN2Zk
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=YmF5LmsxMi5mbC51c3x0ZWNobm9sb2d5LWFuZC1tZWRpYXxneDoyOWU0MDM1OTEwODkyN2Zk
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NOTE: Students will bring personal electronic mobile devices to school at their own risk. The 
district WILL NOT be responsible if a phone or other device is lost, stolen, misplaced, damaged, 
or confiscated. The district WILL NOT be responsible for virus, malware, or other computer 
related issues associated with connecting to the BDS network. 

Beginning 2012ï2013, students may utilize electronic mobile devices in the classroom for educational 
purposes when the teacher deems appropriate and with a signed AUP on file. While the district 
encourages students to use electronic mobile devices for educational purposes in the classroom, high 
school students may use these devices during lunch and before and after school. Middle and 
elementary students may use these devices before and after school, not during lunch. All students may 
use devices in the classroom setting with teacher permission and supervision. Use is STRICTLY 
prohibited for all students during passing periods due to safety issues. 

Use of electronic mobile devices during the school day is a privilege. Adherence to the guidelines below 
is essential to maintaining an academic environment and the integrity of the classroom. 

Teachers that wish to allow students to use mobile devices in the classroom must first participate in 
professional development opportunities provided by the Bay District Schools Instructional Technology 
Department. 

Electronic Mobile Device Guidelines: 

¶ Using functions on electronic devices that disrupt the educational environment, from within or 
from outside the classroom, or violates the rights of others, including, but not limited to using the 
device to cheat, violate school conduct rules, harass or bully staff or students or use their device 
for unlawful purposes will be subject to disciplinary action; up to and including suspension, 
expulsion, and being reported to local authorities. 

¶ Cell phone conversations during instruction or class time should take place only under the 
supervision of staff personnel unless otherwise directed. 

¶ Using any device that permits recording voice or image of another in any way that disrupts the 
educational environment, invades privacy of others, or is made without prior consent of 
individuals being recorded is prohibited. Also, using any device that permits recording voice or 
image of another to take, disseminate, transfer, or share audio, images, video, or photos that 
reveal private parts of the body that are ordinarily covered by clothing is prohibited. The 
possession of pornographic images or video on any electronic device is prohibited. 

¶ Students must comply with staff directives, including but not limited to, using appropriate device 
volume. When in use, devices must be on vibrate or silent mode so that no audible tone is 
heard. 

PEMDs misused in accordance with this policy shall be confiscated from the student and only returned 
to the studentôs parent upon notification from the school office. Continued misuse of PEMDs may 
subject the student to disciplinary action, as determined by the principal. Use of a PEMD will subject the 
student to the possibility of the imposition of disciplinary action by the school or criminal penalties if the 
PEMD is used for the purposes of a criminal act. 

Parents may request special permission for their student to use cellular or satellite telephones if the 
parent has requested such use in writing to the school principal and has provided a physicianôs 
statement that provisions for immediate medical needs are necessary. If such permission is granted by 
the principal at the principalôs discretion, the cellular telephone will be placed on ñvibrateò so not to 
disturb other students. Misuse of the cellular telephone under these circumstances will subject the 
student to disciplinary actions, as determined by the principal. 

Authority: §1001.41, Fla. Stat.  
Law Implemented: Chapter 2004-272, Laws of Florida (2004)  
History: New, July 28, 2004  
Revised: November 22, 2011; July 24, 2012 
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Expectations in R egard to Bullying   
Bay District School Board Policy 7.207 

The School Board expects students and employees to conduct themselves in keeping with their levels 
of development, maturity, and demonstrated capabilities with a proper regard for the rights and welfare 
of other students and school staff, the educational purpose underlying all school activities, and the care 
of school facilities and equipment.  

1. The School Board prohibits the bullying, harassment, cyberstalking, teen dating violence, and 
abuse of any student or school employee:  

a. during any educational program or activity conducted by the District;  
b. during any school-related or school-sponsored program or activity, or on a District school 

bus; 
c. through the use of any electronic device or data while on school grounds, or on a 

computer system or computer network of the District. The physical location or time of 
access of a computer-related incident cannot be raised as a defense in any disciplinary 
action initiated under this section; 

d. through threats using the above to be carried out on school grounds. This includes 
threats made outside of school hours, which are intended to be carried out during any 
school-related or school-sponsored program or activity or on a District school bus; or 

e. while the District does not assume any liability for incidences that occur at a bus stop or 
en route to and from school, a student or witness may file a complaint following the 
same procedures for bullying/harassment/teen dating and abuse against a student and 
the school will investigate and/or provide assistance and intervention as the 
principal/designee deems appropriate, which may include the use of the School 
Resource Officer.  

2. All administrators, faculty, and staff, in collaboration with parents, students, and community 
members, will incorporate systemic methods for student and staff recognition through positive 
reinforcement for good conduct, self-discipline, good citizenship, and academic success, as 
seen in the required school plan to address positive school culture and behavior.  

3. Student rights shall be explained as outlined in this policy and in the Student Code of Conduct.  

4. Proper prevention and intervention steps shall be taken based on the level of severity of 
infraction as outlined in this policy and in the Student Code of Conduct. 

The full policy is available at www.bay.k12.fl.us or your childôs school. 

 

 

 
Anonymous reporting of bullying and/or criminal activity is available 24/7 at Friendwatch.org. 

 

We also have a downloadable form on the Bay District Schoolsô website here. 
 

^ 

http://www.bay.k12.fl.us/
http://app.friendwatch.org/form/76
http://app.friendwatch.org/form/76
http://www.bay.k12.fl.us/DesktopModules/Bring2mind/DMX/Download.aspx?TabId=783&DMXModule=2489&Command=Core_Download&EntryId=425&PortalId=0
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Visitors and Civil Conduct   
Bay District School Board Policy 2.115 

Visitors. Any person, other than an employee or student of the school, entering the premises of the 
school shall report immediately to the office of the principal. Permission must be obtained from the 
principal or his/her designee before proceeding. This rule shall apply to all visitors, parents, and 
salesmen and may not be disregarded except in case of an emergency.  

Civil Conduct. Bay District Schoolsô staff will treat parents, students and other members of the public 
with respect and expect the same in return. The District must keep school and administrative offices 
free from disruptions and prevent unauthorized persons from entering school/district grounds. Florida 
law provides a criminal penalty for persons who, without legitimate reasons, enter a school campus or 
facility and create a disturbance or refuse to leave when directed to do so by the principal or person in 
charge. 

Accordingly, this policy promotes mutual respect, civility and orderly conduct among district employees, 
parents, students and the public. The District does not intend this policy to deprive any person of his or 
her right to freedom of expression. Rather, the district seeks to maintain, to extent possible and 
reasonable, a safe, harassment-free work-place for our students and staff. In the interest of presenting 
teachers and other employees as positive role models, we encourage positive communication and 
discourage volatile, hostile, or aggressive actions. The District seeks public cooperation with this 
endeavor.  

Therefore: 

1. Disruptive individuals must leave school grounds 

Any individual who disrupts or threatens to disrupt school/office operations, threatens the health 
and safety of students or staff, willfully causes property damage, uses loud and/or offensive 
language, vulgar, obscene or profane gestures or language that could provoke a violent 
reaction, or who has otherwise established a continued pattern of unauthorized entry on school 
district property will be directed to leave school or school district property promptly by the 
schoolôs principal or his/her designee. 

2. Directions for staff in dealing with abusive individual 

If any member of the public uses obscenities or speaks in a demanding, loud, insulting, and/or 
demeaning manner, the administrator or employee to whom the remarks are directed will calmly 
and politely warn the speaker to communicate civilly. If the abusive individual does not stop the 
behavior, the district employee will verbally notify the abusing individual that the meeting, 
conference or telephone conversation is terminated; and, if the meeting or conference is on 
District premises, the employee shall direct the abusive individual to leave promptly. 

3. Provide policy and report incident  

Parents shall be notified of this policy via Parent Portal and/or other reasonable means. Other 
members of the public shall receive a written copy of this policy when a staff member 
determines that the provisions of this policy are being violated. The staff member will then 
immediately notify his/her administrator and provide a written report of the incident. If necessary, 
this incident shall be reported to the school resource officer, the district law enforcement unit or 
to other local law enforcement to take any action deemed necessary. 

Authority: § 1001.41, Fla. Stat.  
Law Implemented: § 1001.42, Fla. Stat.  
History: New, June 12, 1989  
Revised: December 9, 2014 
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Attendance Matters!  

 

Did You Know? 

¶ Starting in Kindergarten, too many absences can cause children to fall behind in school. 

¶ Missing ten percent (or about 18 days) can make it harder to learn to read. 

¶ Students can still fall behind if they miss just a day or two every few weeks. 

¶ Being late to school may lead to poor attendance. 

¶ Absences can affect the whole classroom if the teacher has to slow down learning to help 
children catch up. 

¶ Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school ï and themselves. Start 
building this habit in preschool so they learn right away that going to school on time, every day 
is important. Good attendance will help children do well in high school, college, and at work. 

What You Can Do: 

¶ Set a regular bed time and morning routine. 

¶ Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before. 

¶ Find out what day school starts and make sure your child has the required shots. 

¶ Introduce your child to her teachers and classmates before school starts to help her transition. 

¶ Donôt let your child stay home unless she is truly sick. Keep in mind complaints of a stomach 
ache or headache can be a sign of anxiety and not a reason to stay home. 

¶ If your child seems anxious about going to school, talk to teachers school counselors, or other 
parents for advice on how to make her feel comfortable and excited about learning. 

¶ Develop backup plans for getting to school if something comes up. Call on a family members, a 
neighbor, or another parent. 

¶ Avoid medical appointments and extended trips when school is in session. 

When Do Absences Become a Problem? 

¶ Chronic Absence ï 18 or more days 

¶ Warning signs ï 10-17 days 

¶ Satisfactory ï 9 or fewer absences 

Note: These numbers assume a 180-day school year. 

SCHOOL SUCCESS GOES HAND IN HAND WITH GOOD ATTENDANCE! 

For more on School Readiness visit attendanceworks.org and reachoutandread.org 

^ 

http://www.attendanceworks.org/
http://www.reachoutandread.org/
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Florida Parent Checklist  

The purpose of the Florida Parent Checklist1 is to support parentôs involvement in their childôs 
educational progress by identifying actions and linking to resources2 that:  

Å Strengthen the childôs academic progress, especially in the area of reading;  
Å Strengthen the childôs citizenship, especially social skills and respect for others;  
Å Strengthen the childôs realization of high expectations and setting lifelong learning goals; and  
Å Emphasize communication between the school and the home.  

ACADEMIC: 

V Support reading with age appropriate home activities.  
V Ensure that your child has a consistent time and place to do homework.  
V Ensure that your child has access to materials needed to complete assignments.  
V Discuss school work regularly with your child.  
V Attend workshops on helping your child at home.  
V Visit the local library and encourage your child to check out books of interest.  
V Read to/with your child on a daily basis.  
V Set an example by reading in your home and discussing what youôve read with your child.  
V Ask your child to explain his/her math homework.  
V Emphasize the importance of education and doing oneôs best in school.  

Resources:  
Å Just Take 20  
Å Just Read, Families!  
Å FloridaShines.org  
Å Florida Standards Family and Student 

Resources  

Å Floridastudents.org  
Å AskALibrarian.org  
Å Parental Involvement ï Exceptional 

Student Education in Florida  
Å Special Education Toolkit  

CITIZENSHIP: 

V Teach and reinforce positive behaviors such as respect for self and others, hard work and 
responsibility.  

V Ensure that your child has a regular routine.  
V Encourage your child to accept responsibility for his/her actions.  
V Ensure that your child is in attendance and on time to school each day.  
V Monitor and promote your childôs participation in extracurricular and after-school activities.  
V Monitor your childôs television viewing.  
V Reinforce the schoolôs behavioral expectations.  

Resources:  
Å Positive Behavior Support Home Matrix  
Å Positive Solutions for Families 

Brochure  

Å Helping Your Child Become a 
Responsible Citizen  

Å Bullying Prevention  
Å Engaging Youth in Service  

 

^ 

http://justtake20.org/
http://fldoe.org/academics/standards/just-read-fl/families
https://www.floridashines.org/
http://fldoe.org/academics/standards/florida-standards/student-family-resources.stml
http://fldoe.org/academics/standards/florida-standards/student-family-resources.stml
http://floridastudents.org/
https://askalibrarian.org/
http://forparents.florida-ese.org/
http://forparents.florida-ese.org/
http://www.pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3715&navItemNumber=3728
http://flpbs.fmhi.usf.edu/revision07/family/PBS%20Home%20Matrix.pdf
http://flpbs.fmhi.usf.edu/revision07/schoolwide/schoolexamples/Parent-Community%20Buy-In/Positive%20Solutions%20for%20Families%20Brochure.pdf
http://flpbs.fmhi.usf.edu/revision07/schoolwide/schoolexamples/Parent-Community%20Buy-In/Positive%20Solutions%20for%20Families%20Brochure.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/parents/academic/help/citizen/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/parents/academic/help/citizen/index.html
http://fldoe.org/schools/safe-healthy-schools/safe-schools/bullying-prevention.stml
http://youth.gov/youth-topics/civic-engagement-and-volunteering/how-can-youth-be-successfully-engaged-service
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SETTING GOALS: 

V Express the belief in your childôs ability to be successful.  
V Encourage your child to set short- and long-term educational goals.  
V Celebrate academic accomplishments.  

Resources:  
Å MyCareerShines  
Å Help Kids Start to Think About Careers  

Å Financing Future Education Goals  

SCHOOL TO HOME COMMUNICATION  

V Communicate regularly with your childôs teacher(s) in person, by telephone, through email or 
writing.  

V Prepare for and attend parent-teacher conferences and/or other individualized student 
meetings, such as Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) or Academic Improvement Plan 
meetings.  

V Attend open houses, science fairs, plays and musical performances, field trips, sporting events, 
curriculum nights and other school activities.  

V Volunteer in the school setting when possible.  

Resources:  
Å Tips for Communicating With Teachers 

Effectively  
Å Parent-Teacher Conference Tip Sheets  
Å The Parent-Teacher Conference  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

1 Reference Florida Statute 1002.23(3). The Florida Parent Checklist must be issued each school year to all parents of 
students in grades K-12. 

2 Resource links related to academics, citizenship, goal-setting, and communication should be considered as a guide to 
assist in the discovery of information to strengthen parental involvement. 

 
 

 Communication is      
 

 

^ 

http://mycareershines.org/
https://kids.usa.gov/teens/jobs/index.shtml
https://www.floridashines.org/go-to-college/pay-for-college
http://www.pta.org/programs/content.cfm?ItemNumber=1758
http://www.pta.org/programs/content.cfm?ItemNumber=1758
http://hfrp.org/var/hfrp/storage/fckeditor/File/Parent-Teacher-ConferenceTipSheet-100610.pdf
http://www.readingrockets.org/pdfs/edextras/19842-en.pdf
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Reading ð Our #1 Priority!  

Every teacher, parent and child knows that reading is the most important skill taught in elementary 
school. There are six components of reading that children must master in order to learn to read. To be 
able to help your child in reading, you need to know and understand these components.  

 
1. Oral Language provides the foundation for literacy development 

involving listening and speaking skills. 
 

2. Phonemic Awareness is the ability to hear and manipulate the 
sounds of spoken language. This includes noticing rhyme and the 
separate, small sounds in words (phonemes).  
 

3. Phonics is the understanding of the relationships between written letters and the sounds of 
spoken language. This knowledge allows the reader to ñdecodeò words by translating the letters 
into speech sounds.  
 

4. Fluency is the ability to read quickly, correctly, and with proper expression. Fluent readers can 
concentrate on understanding what they read because they donôt have to focus on decoding.  
 

5. Vocabulary includes all the words the reader can understand and use. The more words a child 
knows, the better he or she will understand what is read. Knowing how words relate to each 
other is a building block that leads to comprehension.  
 

6. Comprehension is the ability to understand what one has read. This includes understanding the 
plot of a story or the information in an article. It also includes things like recognizing the main 
idea of an article or being able to compare and contrast different characters in a story.  
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Volunteering with Bay District Schools  

 

All volunteers must complete a volunteer application, which is available at schools or on the Bay District 
Schools web site. After all information has been filled in on the application, submit the application to the 
school principal at the school where you would like to volunteer. When you submit your application, you 
will be asked to present your driver license to be scanned for an electronic check through the sexual 
predator/offender database. There is no cost to you for this background check.  

Volunteer applicants can be disqualified for reasons listed on the Jessica Lunsford Law Background 
Screening Standards for Disqualification found on the district web site. You will be notified if your 
volunteer application is denied. The principal will also be notified if your application is denied.  

Please begin the application process at least two weeks prior to the event or activity for which you are 
volunteering. The process for trips out of town may take longer. 

For unsupervised volunteers: 

If the principal determines that you will be volunteering to accompany students in a capacity that is not 
under the direct supervision of a school district teacher or authorized employee, you will be asked to 
submit to a higher level background check. Unsupervised volunteers, like volunteer coaches and 
chaperones for overnight, out-of-town trips, are required to get a district badge after being finger printed 
and cleared through Volunteer & Employee Criminal History System (VECHS). Complete the steps 
above and then follow the instructions below:  

Ä Get both the VECHS Waiver and VECHS Fingerprint Sheet found on the district web site. 

Ä Complete the forms and take them to the District Safety & Security Office at 1140 West 17th 
Street. You will need to present your driver license. The fee for this background check is listed 
on the fingerprint sheet that you will complete. Call 767-4347 for questions about this part of the 
process.  

For volunteers who will transport students: 

Ä Complete the appropriate steps above and get approval from the principal to transport students.  

Ä Contact the District Office of Risk Management to set up a time for a check and clearance of 
your Motor Vehicle Registration through the Florida Department of Motor Vehicles. Call 767-
4203 for questions about this part of the process.  

After you have completed the forms and procedures to be a school volunteer, return to the school and 
notify the principal or sponsor that you have been approved. 

Thank you for your service to the students and staff of Bay District Schools! 

^ 
























































