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Date:   May   30,   2021   

  
Almost   $20   million.   

That’s   the   total   amount   of   scholarship   dollars   and   tuition   awarded   to   the   Class   of   2021.   

That’s   a   stunning   number   and   a   number   of   which   we   should   all   be   proud.   Our   students   are   
attending   school   and   growing   up   in   a   community   which   cares   deeply   for   our   children   and   it   
shows   in   so   many   ways   …   not   the   least   of   which   is   this   amazing   sum   of   money   being   offered   to   
our   students.   

Within   that   number,   and   within   the   Class   of   2021,   are   some   awesome   stories   of   perseverance   
and   dedication   that   I’d   like   to   share   with   you   today.   

We   will   begin   with   “Tony”   (not   his   real   name),   a   senior   from   Bay   High   School.    According   to   his   
principal,   Tony   has   been   raised   by   a   single   father   and   has   had   to   balance   being   a   student   
himself   with   helping   to   take   care   of   a   sibling   with   special   needs.   Sometimes,   that   responsibility   
meant   that   Tony   had   to   miss   school   to   care   for   his   sibling   while   his   father   worked.   Tony,   
however,   refused   to   use   that   as   an   excuse   for   not   doing   his   best   in   Bay   High’s    Advanced   
International   Certificate   of   Education   (AICE)   program.   

Tony   graduates   this   year   with   a   prestigious   AICE   diploma   and   a   scholarship   to   a   Florida   
university.   He   overcame   the   storm   and   the   pandemic.   He   learned   to   balance   his   school   work   
with   the   need   to   have   a   part-time   job   and   the   immense   responsibility   of   taking   care   of   his   sibling.   
Tony   flourished   in   spite   of   adversity.   We   know   that   many   “Tonys”   walk   our   halls   and   we’re   
grateful   to   all   of   our   schools   for   supporting   students   who   have   battled   countless   obstacles.   

Four   years   ago,   Cassandra   was   beginning   her   high   school   career   at   J.R.   Arnold   High   School   
and   she   made   the   decision   to   try   out   for   softball   even   though   she   did   not   own   a   glove   and   had   
never   played   the   game.   Her   determination   to   excel   on   the   softball   field   was   matched   only   by   her   
passion   for   learning   inside   the   classroom.   Cassandra   now   plans   to   earn   an   engineering   degree   
from   FAMU   thanks   to   some   amazing   support   from   her   family,   her   teachers   and   scholarship   
dollars   from   FAMU   and    XI   Omicron   Omega   Chapter   of   Alpha   Kappa   Alpha   Sorority,   and   other   
organizations.   

Rutherford   High   School   graduate   Brian   McClain   was   offered   appointments   to   the   United   States   
Air   Force   AND   Naval   Academies.   His   hard   work   and   determination   to   excel   in   high   school   will   



certainly   carry   over   into   his   commitment   to   serve   his   country.   Brian’s   prestigious   appointment   is   
worth   $350,000-plus   and   we   thank   him   for   his   service   to   our   great   country.   

Senior   Recognition   gives   us   a   chance   to   recognize   the   achievements   of   so   many   students   and   
to   celebrate   those   who   are   graduating   with   their   high   school   and   first   college   degrees   
simultaneously.   This   year,   three   of   our   graduates   are   collecting   diplomas   from   high   school   and   
Gulf   Coast   State   College   in   the   same   month.   Congratulations   to   all   of   those   students   and   their   
families.   

We   also   spend   time   announcing   some   incredible   scholarship   awards   during   our   senior   
recognition   ceremonies   throughout   the   district.   Hundreds   of   students   receive   thousands   of   
dollars   in   scholarship   money   each   year   but   few   students   achieve   the   milestone   reached   by   A.   
Crawford   Mosley   High   School’s   Valedictorian   Lily   Bradford.   

Lily   was   awarded   $1   MILLION   in   scholarship   money   from   all   of   the   universities   to   which   she   
applied.   She’s   literally   a   Million   Dollar   Graduate   and   we’re   so   proud   of   her.   Right   behind   her,   is   
Bay   High’s   C.J.   Campbell   who   balanced   academics   and   football   and   managed   to   earn   himself   
$960,000   in   college   and   university   offers.   

C.J.   is   an   amazing   young   man   who   I   had   the   pleasure   of   meeting   not   too   long   ago   and   he’s   a   
wonderful   example   of   the   plethora   of   ways   in   which   our   teachers   and   administrators   invest   in   
our   students.   People   don’t   see   the   behind-the-scenes   work   done   by   our   teachers   and   staff   
members   but   the   support   they   give   their   students   is   immeasurable   and   oftentimes   life   changing.   

C.J.’s   teacher,   Crystal   Bullock,   discovered   that   he   didn’t   have   a   driver’s   license   and   so   she   took   
that   project   on   herself   and   managed   to   help   him   secure   that   item.   She   then   discovered   that   he   
didn’t   have   a   bank   account   (which   he   needed   for   scholarships)   and   so   she   set   about   fixing   that.   
Along   the   way,   however,   she   discovered   that   it   takes   two   forms   of   identification   and   a   minimum   
balance   to   open   an   account.   Mrs.   Bullock   managed   to   persuade   the   bank   to   waive   the   minimum   
and   then   she   reached   out   to   us   to   help   C.J.   procure   a   second   I.D.   card.   We   were   happy   to   issue   
him   a   BDS   student   badge   to   meet   that   requirement   and   it   was   truly   my   pleasure   to   hand   deliver   
that   to   him   last   month   at   Bay   High.   

Taylor   Zediker,   a   graduate   from   Deane   Bozeman   School,   is   another   senior   who   has   achieved   
amazing   things   already.   She’s   going   to   be   a   first   generation   college   student   and   she   was   
awarded   a   full   scholarship   to   THE   Harvard   University.   Taylor   is   excited   to   expand   her   horizons   
by   attending   Harvard   and   she   is   looking   forward   to   meeting   students   from   across   the   globe.   

All   of   our   students   have   so   much   to   celebrate   and   we’re   so   excited   for   them.   Whether   it’s   
attending   college   or   university   outside   of   Bay   County,   choosing   our   own   Gulf   Coast   State   
College   using   the   Gulf   Coast   Guarantee   (a   60   percent   tuition   scholarship   offered   to   all   qualifying   
students   in   our   community)   or   attending   Haney   Technical   Center   with   help   from   a   Pell   grant   or   
scholarship,   our   graduates   have   so   many   incredible   opportunities   awaiting   them.     

We   also   know   many   of   our   students   are   making   the   ultimate   sacrifice   by   choosing   to   serve   our   
country   in   the   military.   At   each   graduation   we   have   recognized   these   students   and   I   never   cease   
to   be   amazed   at   the   numbers   of   young   men   and   women   who   are   accepting   this   challenge.   We   
owe   them   all   a   debt   of   gratitude   we   can   likely   never   repay.   



Other   graduates   are   choosing   to   enter   the   workforce   full-time   after   graduation.   Providing   
opportunities   for   them   was   the   impetus   behind   our   decision   to   host   our   first   student-focused   job   
fairs   this   month.   Several   hundred   students   attended   the   fairs   at   Arnold   and   at   Bay   High   and   
used   that   opportunity   to   secure   full-time   employment   or   part-time   summer   jobs   depending   upon   
their   circumstances.   All   of   our   military   recruiters   were   on   hand   as   well   to   help   students   
understand   the   opportunities   that   exist   for   those   who   enlist.   

Regardless   of   their   chosen   path   after   graduation,   we   celebrate   the   journey   we   have   taken   with   
these   students   from   pre-kindergarten   to   graduation   and   we’re   thrilled   to   see   them   walk   across   
the   stage   and   begin   the   next   chapter   of   their   lives.   

Thank   you   Bay   County   for   trusting   us   to   be   your   educational   partners.   We’re   proud   of   our   
students   and   grateful   for   your   continued   trust   and   support.   

Stay   safe   and   God   Bless!   

  


